is still the core of his identity, h of “Percy. the
Olympians™is lass of student: i than making
ision, Ri i protect them, their i
hopefully, i .

As Riordan points out, it helps that Jeffries is wise beyond her years. “It
got to me for the quickest second — literally, like 9o seconds” Jeffries says
about the debacle. “But I know that no matter how many people are going
to say bad things, it's never going to be true- She adds, “This sounds really
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weird, butl don't p atl A
init, Iwouldlove it ei Because t's just that this series feltas bigand imaginative™
;ivsnotlike I fired someone” Sources say that the budget for “Percy Jackson and the Olympians™ falls
Jeffries relished ity to explore what i tobeaBlack il il i i i with
Annabeth. i printed ou tar Wars’
imag . . g ' : N

i ith.“Leah said, " i
Mellroy recalls. So in their next session, he brought her an image of a dark-

y i i i h will be a major criterion
determining ongoing investment in *Percy Jackson” This is Disney’s first

ir and flames in wearing

anintricate golden crown. “She went, ‘Yeah. That's Athena. That's my mom.”
From there, the kids were atliberty to have fun on set.

“There's lots of things to do here in Vancouver. We go on hikes, and that

Disney+ hail
“But, honestly, the first marker is going to be the response of Rick’s core
fans says Ayo Davis, president of Disney Branded Television. “We need to

me Fandom i i predictive force in Hollywood, and that may be
- peci inthi o, "Percy Jackson” i ‘StarWars”
For Jeffries, the highlight of the show has been its creator. ing  theMarvel Cinematic Uni ick.Inoth
with Mr. Rick. i related,is  word: i
like, Hi, Grandpa!” she says, i i reator i i they post

outin her memory: “He has us throw these balls at each other either super

i eachother — 3
usyell a line that’s supposed to be whispered, or one time, he had me sing
really, really high notes like Mariah Carey. That way, we won't get too used to
how we're sayingit”

talking about fans.” says Dan Shotz, who showruns and executive produces
by P

y i i thingsthat

well. When intervi longside Jeffries, h hertospeak  thebooks. Atthe same time, we need to separate it from thatand say,'Why is

first, and he leads with gratitude in his own answers, even if he can't help i y totell?”. i i i i

cracking jokes. Explaining why a scene meets with other which can be touchy.

satyrs was his favorite to shoot, he says, “Everyone had ics onlike ifRi N

1did. It was cool to know that other people had to feel what I felt. Not that “i

itwasabad feeling!” feels right”
Thekids'firstti ple, p i inclusivity of the Jackson”

N ) . iy . icallyq

their giggly thythm. Rocky” theme over characters, i isability. “Chiron, in the

h: i iexplai discovered i in story,isi i whose
Vancouver. When it's Jeffrie: chairin i “Inlore,

bell flips hi: upat the camera any for: hiron, brace on his leg.a war injury,

looking, while Si iroars with laughter i so that his disability isn't just a cover. It’ i i i
hereyesand grins. in the series. We don't itin the first season. Right
It i ittogrowing  now,it's] il
up onabig-budget Disney set. i i when
and where to explore Chiron's backstory.

“Idon’t “We want them all,” K f the 11 book i Riordan
feel that it il light” — which has published within the “Percy Jackson” universe, beyond the original
camein after. five.“In spite of i ience that he had before, he’s pansi

Executives at Disney, however, couldn't have been imistic. “The Ker i He. arigidi ion of it The other
North Star in P Rick's  seriesthathe' ivein thi i
vision, y president of| Television.

i N . . i

“Once you have older teens,
you lose so much of the
wonder. There’s a jaded teenage
quality.” — Rick Riordan
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Disney Co. for Percy.” she says,
Disneyland is already passing out “Percy Jackson™branded candy bags for

Halloween. “But Pe Worldat Disney

onthat right now”
Forhis part, Ric
Iwould be deligh
i afterall.

“ it itle weird. If

youwant OK,but s y .

ofkids outi . That' ibility. And

Tlltrynot tolet them down.” @

Interviews with Walker Scobell, Leah Sava Jeffries and Aryan Simhadri were
conducted before the SAG-AFTRA strike began.
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