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Helll soon be seen along-
side Michael Douglas in

After shooting Season 1
of “Percy Jackson,” Scobell
found himselflooking
forward toa few months of
quiet. “This might be the.
only opportunity | luwww
toa reguler. gain,”
ho oy ‘Evenifijoat
foramonth, I would really
like to do that”

10.18.23 Variety p.25

board as executive producers of a new adaptation. Only this time, Riordan
insisted that the project live on the small screen. “My feeling was always that

to tell more of the story;” Riordan says. “And to be more faithful to the source
material, which is what the fans of the books really would love to see”

‘Thingsare different now that Uncle Rick is involved.

of“Percy
Jackson and the Olympians’ —it's January, and there's one week left until
arereal. Toempower hisson, Hal production 1— one of the
ADHDand i his batdle i mistakes” made in the films was that the characters were aged up. Logan
is ility to ient Greek. Fi 18 years later, Percy isa L(-rman s when he stepped into the role of Percy Jackson, while Percy’s

TV series of the same name hits Disney+ on Dec. 2.

Between then and now, Riordan managed to quit his day job as “Percy
Jackson”bloomed into a ful literary ecosystem. There are two sequel series
narrated by other characters, “The Heroes of Olympus™and “The Trials of
Apollo” made up of five books each, plus companion books, graphic novels

friends, abeth Cl Underwood,’
Alexsndrz Daddarioand2-year-old Brandon . Jackson.

“Now, having been through the production process, | totally get why they
did that. It's much easier to work with older actors;” Riordan concedes. Still,
“once you have older teens, it's
much ofthe wonder. TL i

and,a: That's ¢ There's .
getting ies based on Egyptian and Norse
mythologies, or Rick Riordan Presents, ing imprint highlighti histrio: T 3 ve only perfect”
otherauthorsand folklore. z in“The. ject” i Reynold
It imagi i ‘Percy Jackson” almost is justig. "He'sgot that incere; Ri
- -creator of the s,putsit. “Didl care that his hairisa di th; i i @
U yourememberwhen aoth Century Fo ried mdo]usrmar Notatall. He just feltlike Percy”
Craig Titey, in“buyingup And7-year-old
- followi 247y half human, half goat. But satyrs age gracefully, and the books
success of*Harry Potte ne”in200L. D i i That
FoxsPercy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief”athe invitationof  doesn't matter; Hiordan s=ys.
director Chris Columbus, who had helmed the famed first “Harry Potter” film. b i daugh-
“The problem. says asource close (o the productionat the time, “was Tom  ter of Athena, the. goddcss orw.saom Riordan sings her praises most thor-
Rothman.” y entury  oughly:“L Imeth sortof
Fox, i Soif “iswhat

you'
“Percy. Jackson&lhe Ulympmns The Lightning Thief” headed totheatersin

teel raleader, i - Headds,
“Now, again, does she look like Annabeth looks in the books? No. Was that
important tome? No. Ifanything, it wasa massive benefi o broaden the cast

2010

interms of

kfor granted.“He fel P IfRiordan i what his cast looks like, it’s because he's
top dollar? But i L There's not ige that the books i i
had? And according to Titley, v ints led to major rewrites of dth i i Inzon
some of the first I . thefact that i ike the i
i g Foxatthe  “The Lightning Thief” So it wasn'ta total surprise that, when self-proclaimed
neverdi catii and thatit would purists learned that Scobell was blond, Simhadri was Indian American and

have been unwise togive “percy Jackson"a Harry Potter-ike budget when the

domnr but nowhere near

Jeffries was Black, all hell broke loose. And not the kind overseen by Hades.
Uglysentiments pcured out from the bleakest corners of the internet

'y Pottera St unlls!u 2022, Lcsa lhana wecklalvr Riordan turned to the blog through Whllh he's
i and“Percy - hfans . “If you have a problem with this
Monsters” made 202 million i insiderslnlnn.:um. casting take it up with me”
-amajor franchise. But the Fox source poi that Inthe post, h i he“must have b d,
. itiessi it Ei i bribed, threatened i rioplay '
thelast Jeffriesand
IfyoudskUncleRlck though, they lectrity thelines they were given” Andhcdoesmhesndmm
It i labelthe backiashas racist several that racism is an
‘Twitter in 2020. Uncle Ri “Well,toyou guys, evil everyone, himselfincluded, has to unlearn.

couple hours’ entertainment. To me, it's my i i meat i

grinder when| pleaded with them not o doit” that 7 Ri Jeffrics. Beinga mi teacher

Plead he did, as demonstrated in emails Riordan wrote to Fox in 2009. He
published them on his blogin 2018 — nearly 3,000 words, notincludingthe 12

itcould pres spirit of the book.

“Ater the movie experience, Ibaslcally wrote offHollywood loralong Iung
time;” y

industry. There were manyyearsofme:zymg ldun(wanlwengzge Idcm

“After the movie experience,

cleart i i Thadal
talk with Becky, my wife. We said, Well, if something’s going to happen, ics
probably best to give it one more shot

That“something” f20th Ce Walt
Disney Co, sending the screen rights for the “Percy Jackson" books nto the
hands of the Mouse House.
and“aglimmer of hope”

Ittool
branches of the Disney conglomerate; but eventually the Riordans got on

I basically wrote off Hollywood
for a long, long time. There
were many years of me saying,

‘I’m done.”” — Rick Riordan
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