Rachel Weisz's latest TV series
calls for her to play both twins in
a reworking of Cronenberg’s dark
and bloody classic, Dead Ringer
But then the famously private
Oscar-winner is used to stepping
inand out of roles. Here, she
talks to Eva Wiseman about her
life as an actor and producer,
celebrity and mother
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here's quitealot of blood. There'sreally
quitealotof blood in Dead Ringers, but
i'snot the blood of bullet holes or stab
wounds, or any of the other violences
one might expe psycho-
logical thriller like this. I¢'s blood on
knickers and operating tables, and
smearedon silk shirts,and the blood as
ababy’s head crowns - thebloodsof birthand loss, guttural
screams, and in the middle of it all, Rachel Weisz, twice.
In David Gronenberg’s o 5 film, a gri
examination of the relationship between the physical
and mental self,Jeremy Irons played twin gynaecologists
whose dublous ethics led toall manner of horrors. In this
gender-swapped adaptation, in which Weisz stars and
exec-produced, she plays those twins identical in every
T T
vert, whose love afalrwith  paent rgger a peychic
ctween the sisters, while Elliot Is a modern
mad & ﬂmsr, hungry for meat, drugs, conflict, godi-
ness, sex. What could come off as a soapy trick, in Weise's
Oscar-winning hands becomes camply surreal, uncanny,
seductive, a litle perverse — |
She meets me today from the study in her Brooklyn
home after the usual “morning chaos™of getting her teen-
ageson (with director Darren Aronofsky) and four-year-old
daughter (with husband Daniel Craig) out of the house:
“My stepdaughter took my littlest one o school, thank-
fuliy, but still? she takes a dramatic spoon of porridge,
clhaos? A refined sort of cashmere chaos, ut yes - she
th
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reflects such glamour it feels almost blinding. Navigating
all this does feel like it might require a certain level of
splitting or at least one more Rachel Welsz.

New York has been her home since 2002, but she grew
up in London and has commuted, basically, “backwards
and forwards since my son was born 16 years ago. Maybe
I'm deluded, but I still feel pretry in touch with England -
B el sy e home? s e paroks came o Bran

m Austria and Hungary as child refugees just before
the Second Worl he chuckles. “They saw it as this
oS e iy i i ol v e
My father always used to say, with a very, very strong
FHungarian accent,‘Buy Briish: And 1 think of ysef a9
thechild of immigrants,for sure: They sent her 0. private
il school, where she excelled, until she didn't.

‘There is a grainy clip online of a 19805 episode of the
breakfast show. Good Morning Britain, in which Weisz,
then 14, is interviewed about having turned down a part
ina Richard Gere il I remember that dzy well Wh the
Sl was1 i1 theree | aes oy s bt arvangod
Hooked ikeallitle rabbitin the headlights, didn'e =" Inthe
clip she is upright and wary, and quite clearly exactly the
same person as the one sitting before me today, a person
lfeyformed,akeadly mbing hecnacived erysercusly:
“Yes 1 was q . And then | became very LD
shoutebel ine.1 dd creyibing pretyee]

pelled from school s00n after that br

huw “due
o 2 good healthy adojescent rebellon. Now ' mich
* she promises. St Iyers for
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akind of totem, proof of propensiey to defy.

Atthe next school she joined, the headmistress told her
shewasn'tallowed to apply for universityas she was “a dis-
gracetotheschool’, butanother teacher took heraside and
promptly changed herlife.Icwas that moment — havinga
grownup, whowasvery stern, but who had akind of magic
toher. And she said - I think you can do this. It was like...
being offered a different role” She got into Cambridge
University, where she co-founded a theatre group, and
her acting career took off soon after, ith notable suc-
cesses being her first Hollywood film, The Mummy (with
Brendan Fraser) and in 2006 an Oscar for her rolein The >

We were daydreaming,
together* Rachel Weisz
‘wears jacket, trousers.
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