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It all

beganwith
thefists.

He was little, in a dark place, and bad people wanted to beat him=maybe kill him,
he didn't know. There was only one chance to get out: Fight. And that was only
achance. 1 Dorchester, MA, 1971. He came awake in a black world angry at the
slaying of its spiritual leader, Martin Luther King Jr., a white world enraged by
the murder of its native son John F. Kennedy, a war-torn world where children
went off to fight 10,000 miles away, in a place that could not be taken...and all that
anger spilled into the streets. His mother was screaming-every day, at anyone,
about anything; his father was working two jobs driving trucks and buses; and
his five brothers and three sisters were scattered, fighting for their own piece
of the world. 1 Roxbury, 1978. Trotter Elementary Schoal, also known as “gladi-
ator school.” The proposition was simple: You either fought or you went down.

Why? He didn't know. There was so
much he didn't know in the Roxbury
slum of Boston, where things moved
too fast for you to stop and think. Pull
tight and push hard. Stick and move.
Fight your way out. Use your fists.

But there had to be something else, too. How did he
was old enough to use those fists?
paild
el rigges., A kgl as quick as his
me. And bie learned to use that weapon
w o the face.
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