MATT MALONE doesn’t mind being called a
professional dumpster diver. He tells me
this alittle after 2 am on the morning of
July 7 as we cruise the trash receptacles
behind the stores of ashopping center just
off the Capital of Texas Highwayin Austin.
Given the image that conjures, though,
it'sworth pointing out that Malonehasa
pretty good day job, earning a six-figure
salary as asecurity specialist for Slait Con-
sulting. Heisalso founder of AsseroSecu-
rity, a startup that he says has recently
been offered seed money by not one but
two separate investors. Nevertheless, the
37-year-old Malone does spend a good
many of his off-hours digging through the
trash. And the fact is, he earns a sizable
amount of money from this activity—more
per hour than he makes at his Slait job.
Malone stops his Chevy Avalanche next
to the dumpster in back of an Office Depot.
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‘Within seconds, he’s out of the truck and
sticking his magnetized flashlight to the
inside of the dumpster’s wall. He heaves
himself up onto the metal rim to lean
inside and begins digging through a top
layer of cardboard and packing materi-
als. Half a minute later T hear what T will
learnis Malone’s version of eureka: “Hell
yes! Hell yes!” He comes out with a box
containing a complete Uniden Wireless
Video Surveillance System—two cameras
and a wireless monitor—which normally
retails for $419. Aquickinspectionreveals
thatit's all inperfect condition, although
someone has clearly opened and repacked
it. “A return,” he says, then plunges back
into the dumpster.

Tenminutes later, whenhe’s again behind
the wheel of the Avalanche, Malone con-
tinues to tell me about the material ben-
efits of dumpster diving. If he were
to dedicate himself to the activity
as a full-time job, he says, finding
various discarded treasures, refur-
bishing and selling them off, he’s
confident he could pull inat least
$250,000ayear—thereis that much
stuff simply tossed into dumpstersin
the Austin area. He lists a fewrecent
“recoveries”: vacuums, power tools, fur-
niture, carpeting, industrial machines,
assorted electronics. Much of it needs a
little love, he says, but alot of it, like this
Uniden system, is in perfect condition.

But, he quickly adds, his foraging isn't
Jjust about dollars. It's also about the knowl-
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edge he acquires and the people he shares
it with. He prefers to be known as a “for-
profit archaeologist.” After all, archaeol-
ogists have always studied garbage. The "
esteemed William Rathje, whoestablishe d s,
the Garbage Project at the University of
Arizona, observed shortly before his 20124
death that refuse, more than anything else| .
human beings produce, “gives us insight]
into the long-termvalues ofaci ation.”
As for Malone, the main insight he’s
obtained from digging through our ci
lization's trash is that most people don’t
place alot of value in value anymore.

MALONE $TARTED dumpster diving nine year:

ago, when he was working at alower-leve!

corporate security job. His employer had
assigned him to conduct what's called
a “zero-knowledge attack” on an Aus-|
tin-based company. “That mean:
you hire me and don’t give me an)
information about your operation,
Malone explains. “I'm just a ran-|
dom guy who wants to break into
vour system.” The most effective]
‘way to do this was to dig throug!

his client’s trash; many hacks and
identity thefts come from informa-|
tion left in dumpsters. Sure enough, afte:

just a couple of weeks of looking throug!

the dumpsters outside the client’s offices,
he had amassed a box full of documents,
loaded with the confidential information
of thousands of customers. (“It made quite}
an impression” on his client, he recalls.)|
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