Actress Danielle Macdonald tends to make
bold choices. She played the lead role in
2017s Pasti CakeS, which required the
tralian-born actress to not only

a New Jersey accent, but rap in on
played the Texan daughter of a former beauty
queen, played by Jennifer Aniston, who takes
up the gauntlet of pageantry for herself in
2018 Dumplin’ And she’s played a pregnant
woman holed up and holding out during a
mass suicide epidemic in the recent world-
wide Netflix sensation Bird Box
In her interview for this pic
ald, 27,is perfectly lovely, if a bit careful about
what she reve:

Macdon-

It’s smart. Earned, too. She’s

taken plenty of risks in front of the camera—
which might leave her slightly cautious over
the phone.

Macdonald grew up in the northern sub-
urbs of Sydney, Australia. She recalls a pl
hood and adolescence, marked with
When it came time in
¥ ctacareer pat
led on acting, She can be opaque in

her tenth y
she dee

tially cast in the show,

Blonsky. She was i
which revolved around teens at a weight loss
camp, but due to an issue with her work vi
she could not relocate to the States to parti
ipate in filming, The show lasted one scason.

Once Macdonald ironed out her visa i
sues, her move to L iclded guest

ngeles
spots on Glee, Pretty Little Liars, and Ame
ican Horvor Story. There were several years
when acting jobs were sporadic, but Ma
donald says she felt steadfast: “This is what I
wanted to do, and 1 had faith.

Macdonald eventually got cast in a lead
role in director Geremy Jasper’s debut,
Putti CakeS, playing a plucky bartender
scribbling down verses and going toe-to-toe
on freestyles with the boys. The film came
out in 2017, not exactly a cultural moment
suited for white rappers from Australia. She
remembers, “[With] rapping, doing a skill
that I don't have, and having to be good at
it...How am I going to learn what people
take their whole liv
of a month before I film? That's really scary.”

o m:

ter in the space
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teenager, and that’s cxacdly what 1 thought.”
m, based on a young adult novel of
the same name by Julie Murphy, Macdonald
plays Willowdean, nicknamed Dumplin’ by
her pageant queen mother. Her decision to
follow in her mother’s footsteps, competing

In the

for Miss Teen Blucbonnet, creates a kinder,
more inclusive  competition. Willowdean
lacks the
who seem to rehearse less; it s
to do more work o just show up comfort-
ably as herself. It a feel-good film with
mple opportunitics for Macdonald to dis-
play her range: her foothold in American
cents (excellent), her pace-keeping with
established actors (whom she often out-
matches), and her baring of vulnerabilities
for the camera.

In 20185 Bird Bos, Macdonald acted
alongside fitans like Sandra Bullock, John
Malkovich, and Jacki Weaver. Macdonald
brings an intensity to her scenes that might
flourish in subtler fure. Early
cate she is strong in the biopic ki, based

asy thythm of other contestants,

s she has

arly reviews indi-

“How am | going to learn what people take
their whole lives to master in the space of
a month before | film? That’s really scary.”

her descriptions of her youth, which may
also be a decision born of %L‘“:prulccti()l!: G |
went through the usual teenage stuff, not too
much bullying. T've always been preity good
at shaking things off,if I need to. The things
that really affect me arc from people I carc
about and respect, and T've always
careful about who I let close enough for me to
get hurt by.” Macdonald’s sense of guarded-
ness seems to manifest throughout our con-
versation, particularly when she tells me she
doesnt read reviews. One wishes shed make
an exception for the one in which Manohla
Dargis of The Neww York Times called her both
“irrepressible” and “sensational

Her breakout role could’ve come at 19, 0n
ABC Family's 2010 show Huge, developed
by Winnic Holeman, the creator of My So-
Called Lifé, and starcing Hairsprays Nikki

been very
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OF course, Macdonald felt like she was
taking the long odds on the projec
cess, which came with a Grand Jury Prize
nomination at Sundance Film Festival and
a Golden Camera nomi
The film, which she notes ook three years to
complete, showed Hollywood that she could
anchor a project. Ralling Stone’s Peter Travers
wrote in his review that Macdonald was “the
real thing, a live-wire actress who can deliver
a rap or express an emotion with a bracing
absence of bullshit.”

Since Patti Cake$, Macdonald has starred
in two Netflix originals, 2018's Dumplin' and
Bird Box. “The biggest thing with Netfix
that they can reach such
a wide audience,” she says. “With Dump-
fin' 1 keep hearing from a lot of people that
they wish that theyd had that movie as a

s suc-

ion at Cann

— 10—

on the true story of reformed skinhead Bryon
Widner, pla
ing mired in a racist milicu in time for her
children's future.

Next up, Macdonald will appear in
Paradise Hill, a boarding school thriller co-
starring Emma Roberts and Milla Jovovich,
which just premiered at Sundance. The film-
ing schedule took her to Spain, which is the
fasthest distance from Australia she has trav-
eled thus far. Macdonald, who now resides in
L.A., has been back home lately filming her
first Australian movic, I Am Homan, about
the singer Helen Reddy. She'll also be in
another Netflix original, a detective min

ng a woman intent on not stay-

ries called Unbelisvable. It stars Toni Collette,
an Australian actress with both talent and
mass appeal in droves—a most appropriate
role model. B
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