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action star, Rinko
s surprisingly bash-
ful. The fresh-faced Japnnese
actress, looking gnmine-chic at
ourinterview in high-waisted
jeans, a baggy white T-shirt, and
red suspenders, dissolves into
an OMGLOL giggle fit wi
discussing how she's fine-tuning
her English, “I'm watching

The Voice!” she says, admitting

lmubébé:

shels gota crush on Usher,
But make no mistake: This girl is
toagh. To prep for her monster-
fighting robe in this summer’s
mega-budget sei-f movie Pecific
Rim, Kikuchi sweated throngh

of boot campand murtial

ing. It came in handy
ext project too, playing

inthesamu
+7 Rowin, out later thisy
wans lucky to get that role,

ovie

v this?—a real bitch!™
mot fuek, though: Kikuchi
T worked years for this moment.

Atape 15 she was discovered on
e street by a talent ageat and went
on tomake a splash in Japanese
cinema—shesa household name
tsere— and in the global film
world, carminga best supporting
actress Osear nomination for
Use 2006 Gl Babel with Brad Pitt.
“Going to the Oscars wasa really
o precious experience.” says Kikuchi,

i } wha's also modeled for Chanel.
gﬂ?{‘:ﬂm e - - " = The best part of the night? Intro-

o ducing herstar-struck mother

to Leonardo THCaprio. At the time
Tcouldn't speak English atall,”
she recalls. “But Leo was really
niee” —Erin Carlson
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