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7.CatchtheWave
South Padre
Island

ASK GLOBE-TROTTING surfaholic Gene
Gore toname the best surfing spot in the
state, and he answers without hesitation:
“South Padre. It's the Hawaii of Texas” It's
anassessment based notonlyonhisten
years of teaching surfing there but also on.
hisintimate knowledge of the entire Gulf
Coast. Three years ago, he and his wife,
Rachel, who run the South Padre Surf
Company, paddled fhoard; i
‘mouthofthe Rio Grande to the mouthof
i PO d

and 404 miles of such deliberate travel —
thelikes of which our shores haven't seen.
since the Hernando de Soto expedition
of1542—Gore's llegiance toSouth Pa-

‘Blanca Park, onth 1 end of the island,
forits “Waikiki-style waves” in summer.
“Those two-foot waves are your best friend
‘whenyou'reabeginner,” he says. (Il vouch
for that; anythingbigger and this novice
i i ) Formore
i 4 "

Channel Iyathi
mile trip in afour-wheel-drive vehicle to
the north end, where the jetties depend-
ablymagnify the waves. Sure, the surfmay

inthe Golden State: “The only time you'll
seeanother surfer here is when you bring
one with you"” Isla Blanca Park: southof the

Qu
of theisland (956-761-5494 or co.cameron
heml): 8.

pervehicle. Port Mansfield Channel: From
Bech,

cessibleonlywitha four-wheel-drivevehi-
cle). ith.

Blanca

Park, 956-772-7272 or southpadresurfeom
pany.com); lessons start at $40 an hour.

June 2007 | 129

Los Angeles

(626) 441-2224
Deborah Schwartz: deb@dsreps.com

Crystal Roberts: crystal@dsreps.com



